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ABSTRACT 

This paper explores the development of the Bhadarwahi Qaida to preserve the 
Bhadarwahi language, spoken by over 120,000 people in Jammu and 

Kashmir. Addressing the lack of a standardized script, the author derived 
eight new Devanagari and six Nastaliq letters, enabling writing in Hindi and 
Urdu. Methods include subconscious inspiration and linguistic integration, 

with the Qaida published on January 18, 2021. Findings suggest improved 
readability and potential for dialect preservation, though financial constraints 

limit distribution. Recommendations include government support and digital 
integration. 
 

Keywords: Bhadarwahi Language, Language Preservation, Devanagari 
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1. Introduction 
 

1.1 Background of the Problem 
 
Bhadarwah (formerly known as Bhaderkashi) is also known as “Naagon Ki 
Dharti” or “Chota Kashmir”. It is now Sub-District & is surrounded by hills 
and mountains. In 1841, Bhadarwah became part of J&K state. When 

Maharana Pratap Singh was crowned as king of J&K. He gifted Bhadarwah to 
his younger brother Raja Amar Singh as “Jagir”. 

Demography of Bhadarwah:  
Bhadarwahi – 52.67%, Kashmiri – 33.62%, Dogri – 4.73%, Gaddi – 3.35%, 
Hindi – 1.58%, Gojri – 1.54% and Others –2.51%. A majority of the population 

of Bhadarwah speak Bhadarwahi language, most of them (around 53%) speak 
the language as their mother tongue, according to 2011 census. 
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Figure 1: Map showing location of study area 

       Figure 2: Chart of distribution of Pahari Speaking People (2011 census) 
 
Bhadarwahi, an Indo-Aryan language spoken by over 120,000 people in the 

Bhadarwah region of District Doda, Jammu and Kashmir (2011 Census), 
lacks a standardized script. Locally pronounced as "Bhidlai" (code 006086), it 

uses Devanagari, Takri, Urdu Nastaliq (which is a combination of two scripts, 
Khat-e-Nasakh and Khat-e-Taaleekh), and Hindi scripts (Devnagari). The 
absence of undiscovered letters hindered its written form until the author 

arranged already existing eight Devanagari letters and developed six new 
Nastaliq letters, leading to the Bhadarwahi Qaida and another book Punaeni 
Te Upaama. 
 

2. Statement of the Problem:  
 
What do we need to know? Bhadarwahi is a mother tongue, but lacked script 

support until the Qaida’s publication on January 18, 2021. Financial barriers 
limit distribution. 

Why do we need to learn it? Preservation is critical as dialects face extinction. 
What will I do? The Qaida is available at Bhadarwahi Culture Society Poneja, 
with plans for more books and digital integration. 
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The strategic integration of newly derived letters from Devanagari and Nastaliq 
scripts, when combined with the established Hindi Varanmala and Urdu 

Haroof Tehji, is hypothesized to significantly enhance the efficiency and 
accessibility of writing and reading the Bhadarwahi language. This approach 

is expected to overcome historical barriers posed by the lack of a standardized 
script, enabling fluent expression in both Hindi and Urdu contexts and 
supporting the language’s revitalization efforts. 

 
3. Research Objectives: 
 

1. Derive innovative letters from Devanagari and Nastaliq scripts to augment 
the existing Hindi Varanmala and Urdu Haroof Tehji, specifically tailored 

for writing the Bhadarwahi language. 
2. Develop a comprehensive set of Bhadarwahi words, systematically 

demonstrating the initial, medial, and final positions of the newly created 

letters within both Hindi and Urdu scripts. 
3. Produce a diverse range of meaningful linguistic content in Bhadarwahi, 

including sentences, riddles, proverbs, paragraphs, and essays, utilizing 
the enhanced scripts to promote literary expression. 

 

4. Research Questions: 
  
1. What reliable resources and linguistic frameworks can be identified to 

derive suitable letters that facilitate the effective writing of the 
Bhadarwahi language? 

2. Why is the development of literacy skills in Bhadarwahi crucial for its 
long-term preservation and cultural significance within the community? 

3. How can the newly developed letters be practically integrated into Hindi 

and Urdu scripts to ensure convenient and accessible writing and 
reading of Bhadarwahi for its speakers. 

 

5. Significance of the Study:  
 

This research holds substantial significance in preserving the Bhadarwahi 
language, spoken by over 120,000 individuals in the Bhadarwah region of 
District Doda, Jammu and Kashmir, as per the 2011 Census. Since no census 

have been conducted afterwards, it can be assured that the overall 
Bhadarwahi speaking people have increased but the intermingle of the dialect 

with other languages have weakened its originality. The development of the 
Bhadarwahi Qaida, incorporating eight already existing now discovered, 
Devanagari letters and six new Nastaliq letters, enables effective writing in 

Hindi and Urdu scripts, addressing the language’s historical 
underdevelopment due to the lack of a standardized script. This innovation 

not only facilitates literacy but also aligns with the National Education Policy 
2020’s emphasis on mother tongue-based education at the primary level, 
enhancing cultural identity and learning outcomes. The Qaida, complemented 

by the book Punaeni Te Upaama, supports the creation of literary forms such 
as riddles, proverbs, and essays, enriching the linguistic heritage of the 

community. 
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 The study draws on the expertise of academic mentors, including Prof. 
Dr. Kuldeep Singh Charak, Head of the Mathematics Department at Jammu 

University, and Dr. Amit Singh, Ph.D. in Economics from Chattra, alongside 
influential works by Madhu Lal Padha Upadhyay, N. C. Kotwal, and 

phonological studies by Sabha Mushtaq and Hafsa Riyaz. This 
interdisciplinary approach ensures the Qaida’s linguistic accuracy and 
practical utility. Beyond Bhadarwahi, the research provides a replicable model 

for preserving related dialects like Gadeshi, Khashki, and Sarazi, etc. 
contributing to the broader conservation of Himalayan linguistic diversity. 
Plans for digital integration, such as adding the new letters to computer 

keyboards, promise enhanced accessibility in the modern era. 
 Despite financial constraints limiting the initial print run to a small 

scale, the Bhadarwahi Qaida’s significance lies in empowering the community 
with a tool for education and self-expression. With potential support from 
government funding or publishers, its distribution to schools, libraries, and 

colleges could amplify its impact, fostering pride and continuity. This study 
marks a critical step toward safeguarding an endangered language, offering a 

blueprint for future efforts in linguistic revitalization across the region.  
 
6. Review of Related Literature:  

 
This study is firmly anchored in a comprehensive body of existing literature 

that has shaped the development of the Bhadarwahi Qaida. Madhu Lal Padha 
Upadhyay’s Bhadlai Shikkha (Hindi Version) provides a foundational 
understanding of Bhadarwahi’s linguistic structure, offering critical insights 

that guided the derivation of eight new Devanagari letters to enhance its 
written form in Hindi script. Similarly, N. C. Kotwal’s Bhadarwah, Kishtwar 
and Doda delivers a rich cultural and historical context, underscoring the 
language’s significance within the region and its vulnerability to extinction 

without proper documentation. Phonological studies by Sabha Mushtaq and 
Hafsa Riyaz, published in Language in India (Vol. 18:2, 2018), offer a detailed 
analysis of Bhadarwahi’s sound system, which informed the creation of six 

new Nastaliq letters for integration into Urdu script, addressing a long-
standing barrier to literacy.  

 Further enrichment comes from Pritam Krishan Kaul’s Bhadarwahi 
Folk Literature, which explores oral traditions, and Dr. Siyaram Tiwari’s 

Bhartiya Bhashaon Ki Pehchan (Chapter on Dogri by Prof. Veena Gupta, p. 
197), providing comparative perspectives on related Indo-Aryan languages. 
Bal Krishan Chauhan’s Bhadarwah "Hiyan" adds depth to the cultural 

narrative, while articles by Vikalp Ashiquehind and Rohan Chauhan 
(Sahapedia on Sarazi) highlight the broader context of endangered languages 

in the Chenab Valley. These works collectively informed the Qaida’s design, 
enabling the writing of Bhadarwahi words, sentences, and literary forms like 

Punaeni Te Upaama, which is going to be published on 2nd week of July, 2025 
at New University Campus Bhadarwah under the guidance and control of 
Prof. Dr. Subhash Chander (Urdu department). 

 Despite this robust foundation, the literature reveals gaps, including a 
lack of empirical validation for script efficacy and limited comparative analysis 

with other dialects like Gadeshi or Sarazi. Future research could address 
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these deficiencies to enhance the Qaida’s academic credibility. As of June, 
2025, this review underscores the study’s contribution to linguistic 

preservation while identifying areas for further exploration. 
 

7. Methodology: 
 
Data Collection: The author noted six new letters in a dream on August 7, 

2008 for Nastaliq (also learned their phonological sounds), and eight 
Devanagari letters from already available literature. 

 
Data Analysis and Compilation: Letters were integrated into an 80-page 
Bhadarwahi Qaida, as mentioned in the research paper (in expected findings), 

tested for word formation. 
 

8. Expected Findings:  
 

The integration of six new Nastaliq letters and eight new Devanagari letters 

with Urdu Haroof Tehji and Hindi Varanmala respectively will enable efficient 

writing and reading of Bhadarwahi in both scripts.  

Table 1: Table showing the use of letters (used in initial, medial and final positions) in 

making of the Bhadarwahi words (HINDI) 
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Table 2: Showing the use of letters (used in initial, medial and final positions) 

in making of the Bhadarwahi words (URDU)  

 

• Learners utilizing the Bhadarwahi Qaida are expected to achieve  
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• proficiency in writing Bhadarwahi words, sentences, and literary forms 

within a short   period. 

• The Qaida is anticipated to serve as a model for developing similar tools 

for related dialects in the erstwhile Doda region, such as Gadeshi, 

Sarazi, Bhaali, Kishtwari, Paddari, Mahashi, Ramdasi, Khashali, etc. 

• Increased accessibility through potential digital integration of new 

letters into keyboards will enhance the language’s usability in modern 

contexts. 

• The research is likely to inspire community engagement, fostering pride 

and supporting the long-term preservation of Bhadarwahi. 

9. Pros and Cons of Bhadarwahi Qaida Research: 

9.1 Pros 
 
Linguistic Preservation: The development of the Bhadarwahi Qaida with new 
Devanagari and Nastaliq letters preserves the Bhadarwahi language, spoken 
by over 120,000 people, aligning with the National Education Policy 2020 and 

preventing its potential extinction.  
 

Educational Impact: The Qaida enables literacy in Bhadarwahi, supporting the 
creation of literary forms like riddles and essays, enhancing cultural 
education in schools and communities. 

 
Scalability Potential: The model offers a replicable framework for other dialects 

(e.g., Gadeshi, Sarazi), with digital integration prospects increasing its reach 
and modern relevance. 
 

9.2 Cons 
 
Financial Constraints: Limited funding restricts mass printing and 
distribution, hindering widespread access to the Qaida as of the current date. 
Methodological Weakness: Reliance on a dream for letter derivation lacks 

scientific validation, potentially undermining the research’s academic 
credibility. 

Limited Scope: The small initial print run and lack of market availability limit 
its immediate impact on the broader Bhadarwahi-speaking population. 

 
10. Recommendations: 
 

• Scholars are required to leverage the Bhadarwahi Qaida to develop Qaidas 
for related dialects like Gadeshi, Sarazi, Bhaali, Kishtwari, Paddari, 

Mahashi, Ramdasi, Khashali, etc. promoting regional linguistic diversity.  

• Seek government funding to support mass printing and free distribution 
to schools, libraries, college and university across Bhadarwah.  
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• Collaborate with technology experts to integrate the new Devanagari and 
Nastaliq letters into digital keyboards, ensuring accessibility.  

• Encourage community workshops to train educators, enhancing 
adoption. 

 
11. Conclusion: 

By introducing eight new Devanagari and six Nastaliq letters, this research 
addresses the historical lack of a standardized script, aligning with the 

National Education Policy 2020. Despite financial constraints limiting 
distribution, the Qaida’s potential to enhance literacy and inspire similar 
efforts for dialects like Gadeshi and Sarazi is evident. With government 

support and digital integration, it can empower the community and ensure 
cultural continuity. This study, as of 2025, paves the way for future linguistic 
revitalization. 
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